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Sparks 


V-p Wallace fears we'll double- 
cross Russia. More globaloney? 


* * * 


Didya notice how well we got 
along with the war, while our 
read was unsliced? 

* * * 

NADA is urging dealers to take 
aggressive steps in their communi- 
ties to encourage more widespread 
Ihare-the-ride practices. Works two 
ways. 

* * * 

Dr. Szukiewicz, Polish inventor 
of an economical process for con- 

erting grain alcohol into butadiene, 
believes wartime development of 
rubber may open a “new wave of 
rosperity that will surpass even 
he automobile boom.” 


* * * 


More ‘Thinking’ 

@ Civilian Supply Chief Joe Wein- 
br’s “bedrock” economy calls for 
92.3 percent of 1941 output of tires, 
ut only 45 percent of 1941’s pro- 
duction of repair parts. 


Like having a car—but no gas. 


* * * 


Bchism Widens 

Further evidence that something 
sas grown up between management 
nd labor, on one hand, and labor 
and unions on the other hand, in 
he past five years: 

Many workers now ignore usual 
plant personnel procedure, take 
heir problems to local War Man- 
power Commission offices. 


* * * 


Rubber from Japan? 
Persistent rumors continue to the 
effect that Japan is selling crude 
bber to the United States, via 
ssia. That, once the Japs are 
convinced our synthetic program is 
enough along to preclude any 
var help from their crude rubber, 

they will sell direct to us. 


Seems incredible, but then maybe 
Fold is mightier than the sword. 


* * * 


Re: Manpower Shortage 

Where a lot of our manpower 
has gone: 

National Industrial Conference 
Board finds that an average of 
1,000 man days was used by 
firms in 1942 to answer and file 
government questionnaires. This 
did not include time spent by 
top executives, auditors, lawyers, 
etc., on government paper work. 
One solution: “A clearing house 
© pass on all requests for informa- 
fon and to which all agencies 

would have to come for informa- 
on.” 

* ¢ 8 
What a Dream! 

President Roosevelt’s “cradle-to- 
grave” social security plan, pre- 
sented to Congress last week, is 

Utopian dream and contains 
many pitfalls. For instance, pro- 
posals: 

For joint private-governmental 
ownership in postwar industries, 
particularly aircraft, aluminum, 
magnesium, synthetic rubber, air 
transport, etc.; for giving labor 
“responsibility in organization 
and sharing in management ;” for 
continued rationing and other 

artime restrictions so long as 

necessary. 2 

Program calls for “freedom from 
ompulsory labor,” but says noth- 
ng about freedom from compul- 
sory union membership, as typified 
by closed shops. 


DETROIT, MARCH 15, 1943 


DIGEST EDITION 


Automotive News, the Newspaper of the Industry, recognizes 
that spot news in wartime is more important to its subscribers 
than in peacetime. This is especially true since Automotive News 
has broadened its editorial policy to include also ordnance and 
aircraft news. To fulfill its 52-times-a-year obligation, AuTromotive 
News publishes this Digest Edition. Necessarily, the news in 
this edition will be condensed. Alternate weekly editions, how- 
ever, will carry news, illustrations, regular departments and 
advertising as heretofore. 


(Next Regular Edition, Including Truck Section, March 22) 


$4 Per Year, 15¢ Per Copy 


Repair Parts Output Limits Eased 


Inventory Control Replaces Percentage Basis; Four Items Standardized; 
UAW Board Opposes Incentive Plan But Leaves Door Open; 
Relief Sought on Tires; New Rubber Process Hailed 


Percentage restrictions on the production 
of repair parts were removed Thursday 
by WPB in a revision of Order L-158, and 
output was placed under a dollar-cost 
inventory control. While parts makers 
had not had time to study possible effects of the new order, 
it was believed at press time Thursday that the new setup 
may help relieve the growing scarcity of essential replace- 
ment parts for vehicles, although the supply of raw mate- 
rials will continue to be the major factor. 


Under the revised order, “On or after Apr. 1, 1943, no 
producer may manufacture or purchase replacement parts 
at such a rate that his production and purchases increase 
his inventory of finished replacement parts at dollar cost 
value at the end of any quarter of 1943 above his inven- 
tory on Apr. 1, 1943. Producers shall have 60 days follow- 
ing the end of each quarter within which to determine 
inventory and to increase or decrease production or pur- 
chases so as to bring the inventory into compliance.” 


x * * 


Certain standards are set in the revised 
L-158 on production of pistons (five 
sizes), piston pins and engine bearings. 
This standardization, it is declared, 
will result in substantial savings of 
critical materials and will also simplify inventory prob- 
lems in respect to these items. Traded-in parts shall be 
reconditioned as soon as possible, and used parts acquired 
by a distributor to be sold “as is” need not be included in 
the distributor’s inventory. 


A producer or other distributor, to whom an emergency 
order is submitted, must give such order precedence in 
shipment over other orders, the amended order states. 
Motorized fire equipment is included in the list of vehicles 
covered, while the following parts have been added to the 
essential list: Speedometers, radiator shells, bulk tubing 
for fuel, oil, brake and door-actuating lines, spark plug 
wire, battery cable and magnet wire, safety glass channels, 
hood, door and rear deck actuating devices. 


A vital change also was made in Paragraph One of the 
order: “Producers . . . MUST, not withstanding provisions 
of Priorities Regulation No. 1 (Part 944), schedule their 
production of replacement parts as if the orders thereof 
bore a rating of AA-2X.” Whenever the Director General 
for Operations determines that a critical shortage exists 
in respect to repair parts, he may order any producer to 
schedule and deliver his production in such manner as 
will relieve the shortage. 


WPB Changes 


Restrictions on 
Parts Output 


Standardization 
Of Output on 
4 Repair Items 


News in Brief 


U. C. Gas Limit? 
WASHINGTON. — NADA be- 
lieves that OPA soon will limit 
gasoline for movement of used 
cars to an amount sufficient to 
move the vehicles about 200 
miles. ODT claims there are 
enough freight cars to move 
used cars to points more distant. 


UAW Maps Drive 
COLUMBUS, O.—To provide 
funds for organizational drives 
in the aircraft industry (includ- 
ing Chrysler’s new engine plant 
in Chicago), @ special assess- 
ment of $1 was imposed on 
UAW-CIO members last week 
by the union’s executive board 
meeting here. President R. J. 
Thomas and Secretary George 
F. Addes will shortly go to 


Great Britain and Russia to dis- 
cuss common problems with 
labor leaders there. 


99% Synthetic Tires 

AKRON, — Small-size tires, 
made of 99.84 percent synthetic 
rubber, were produced in 1942, 
it was announced last week by 
B. F. Goodrich. Tires made of 
more than half synthetic rubber, 
it was reported, have given 
service comparable to those 
made of crude rubber. 


Steel Rate Up 

NEW YORK.—The operating 
rate of steel companies was 
99.1 percent of capacity for the 
week ending March 14, com- 
pared with 98.2 percent one 
week ago, 98.1 percent one 
month ago. 


Here’s More Work 
For Car Dealers... 


America’s average auto dealer has done more than 
his share in the nation’s war program; no one will dis- 
pute that. 


But, from time to time, there arise additional op- 
portunities for dealers to do a good turn, and at the 
same time aid their own individual cause. Such a time 
again presents itself in the following five-point pro- 
gram which we believe dealers should undertake at 
once: 

l Seek out and encourage owners of idle cars to form 
share-the-ride clubs, take their vehicles out of 
storage, and thereby relieve the serious overloading of 
public transportation facilities. Not only will this aid 
the war effort, but will at the same time increase the 
service potential for dealers in the areas affected. 
Publicize the OPA’s recent liberalization of new- 
car rationing rules, to the end that idle transpor- 
tation will get into vital use; at the same time turning 
up more used cars. 
3 Emphasize to mechanics the federal government’s 
insistence that their jobs are essential, and that 
they must not “leave a job that is useful to the war” 
(WMC Chairman McNutt’s radio address Feb. 13, 1943). 


4, Seek further cooperation of draft boards, especially 
local coordinators, in the deferment of mechanics. 
Also tap all sources of supply for new labor. 


5 Schedule service work, for the long-pull goodwill 
y it engenders, and give preference to essential ve- 
hicles when at all possible. 


UAW-CIO’s executive board, meeting in 
Columbus, O., last week, voted unani- 
mous opposition to a return to the incen- 
tive, or piecework, pay plan in auto 
. plants, but left the door open for in- 
dividual locals to adopt the system, if approved by the 
executive board. The unanimous vote came as a surprise, 
since several board members, led by Secretary George F. 
Addes, in the previous week had urged the union to sanc- 
tion a return to a type of incentive plan, to speed war 
production and at the same time permit workers to in- 
crease their wages without going through the War Labor 
Board’s “Little Steel Formula” bottleneck. 

It is assumed that opponents of the system among rank- 
and-file members of the union had protested vehemently 
after learning of Addes’ proposal. The loophole for action 
by individual locals is found in the resolution, submitted 
by Vice-President Walter Reuther, and reading in part: 
“The board reaffirms its traditional opposition to incen- 
tive payment plans. In plants where incentive plans have 
or have not been in existence, and the membership in such 
plants still is desirous of having an incentive plan, such 
plan must be approved by the international executive 
board and must conform to the requirements and guaran- 
tees approved by the internation union before such plans 
may become effective.” President R. J. Thomas announced 
the union would try to discourage the system in a few 
automotive plants where it is now in operation. 


UAW Opposes 
Incentive Plan; 
Door Left Open 


* -* 

Hoping to bring relief to the nation’s 
Relief Is Sought automobile dealers who are suffering a 
For Dealers on considerable loss of business under the 
Used Car Tires present used tire restrictions, a get- 
together conference for a friendly dis- 
cussion of the entire situation has been scheduled for 

(Continued on Page 4, Col. 3) 
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MADA Cites Dealer Benefits... 
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ODT Urges Mechanics 


Personal Property Tax 
Changed in Minn. 


Special to Automotive News 

MINNEAPOLIS. Minnesota's 
legislature has passed a bill chang- 
ing the personal property tax on 
automobiles held by dealers on 
May 1, 1942. 

Minnesota Automobile Dealers 
Assn., while admitting that the 
new legislation is not exactly what 
was sought, claims that passage of 
the law will save dealers $150,000 
throughout the state. 

Substance of the new law is 
about the same as the law has been 
in the past, the MADA reports. 

“In other words, auto dealers 
were subject to an assessment 
of the 33% percent of the full 
and true value of the automo- 
biles on hand May 1,” MADA 
says. “If the autos were sold 

prior to Jan. 1 and _ licensed 
within the state, the license was 
abated. 

“The law we have passed in lieu 


Labor Shortage 
Ends Dealers’ 
Night Service 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—The man- 
power shortage is causing automo- 
bile dealers, who have been giving 
night and Sunday service, to dis- 
continue the practice. Some of 
these dealers have been keeping 
open at night for years. 

“The current manpower shortage 
as well as wartime regulations 
beyond our control, makes this 
change necessary,” said Cruse- 
Crawford Co., Studebaker dealer of 
Birmingham. “By using our night 
and Sunday shifts on week days 
only, we feel that we will operate 
at a higher rate of efficiency. This 
is an advantage to our customers 
and we will be better able to live 
up to our reputation, built over 
many years of always giving the 
best service possible.” 

Other dealers have made similar 
announcements. 


Car Sales Rise 


In San Antonio 


SAN ANTONIO.—New car sales 
in February, as reported by the 
dealer-members of San Antonio 
Automobile Trades Assn., con- 
tinued to show an upturn, surpass- 
ing those for February, 1942. Total 
sales were 64 units, and were dis- 
tributed among the various makes 
as follows: 

Buick, 23; Cadillac, 1; Chevrolet, 
5; Chrysler, 1; DeSoto, 1; Dodge, 
7; Ford, 3; Hudson, 1; IHC Truck, 
1; Mercury, 2; Nash, 3; Oldsmobile, 
1; Packard, 1; Plymouth, 5; and, 
Studebaker, 3. Totals: 59 cars and 
one truck for a total of 60 units. 


War Dept. Denies Intent 


To Confiseate Cars 

Because of another scare over 
possible government confiscation 
of private cars, brought about 
by recent testimony of Under- 
secretary of War Patterson, the 
following letter received by 
NADA President Castles, from 
Patterson, should be used by 
dealers to counteract anti-sales 
rumors: 

“IT want to point out that 
the statement which I made 
before a Special Senate and 
House military affairs com- 
mittee was in the nature of a 
suggestion to the Rubber Ad- 
ministrator to save rubber. The 
War Department neither has 
any plans, nor is studying any 
plans, to acquire privately-own- 
ed automobiles.” 

WPB Chairman Donald Nel- 
son also commented on_ the 
matter as follows: 

“Thanks for your letter on 
the proposal that seven million 
passenger cars be requisitioned 
by the government, I agree with 
you that such a drastic course 
is not necessary at this time 
and that repeated circulation of 
reports that such a step will 
be taken have a disturbing ef- 
fect on public morale.” 


| 


of the 33% percent assessment, 
calls for a 5 percent assessment. 
The millage rate of each county 
then applies as it does under other 
personal property taxed items. For 
example: 

“An automobile with a full and 
true value of $1,000, has been in the 
past assessed at $333.33. Under a 
100-mill rate this would give a tax 
rate of $33.33. Under the new 5 
percent law, a $1,000 automobile, 
full and true value, would be as- 
sessed at $50, giving a tax of $5,” 
the association points out. 

The new law provides that, upon 
application properly submitted, 
taxes paid under the old method 
this year for autos assessed as of 
May 1, 1942, will have the excess 
amount returned to the taxpayer. 
If the tax has not been paid, the 
auditors will present a corrected 
statement to the taxpayer upon 
application. 

Since some county assessors 
had not assessed cars held in 
stock last May 1, MADA points 
out, “several dealers have made 
the statement that this new law 
will not affect them in any way, 
as their autos were not assessed.” 

“If dealers have that opinion, 

they are kidding themselves,” 
MADA declares. “From our con- 
tacts with the state officers, we 
are firmly of the opinion that the 
state tax commissioner’s office was 
trying to determine where the new 
cars were and in what counties, 
and, further, whether they had 
been assessed May 1, 1942.” 


* * * 


Fight Il. Diversion Bill; 


Back License Fee Cut 


CHICAGO. — Diversion of state 
gasoline taxes to build Chicago 
sewers, provided for in a measure 
introduced in the legislature, is 
being vigorously opposed by the 
Illinois Automobile Club. The club 
also swung its support to another 
bill calling for a sharp reduction 
in state license fees, due to drastic 
curtailment in the use of automo- 
biles. 

As part of the campaign to cut 
automobile registration fees in the 
state, one bill calls for a flat $5 
and another would make the fee 
$4, as compared with the present 


$10.50 annual minimum. 
* oS * 


Anti-Diversion Measure 


Near Passage in Pa. 


HARRISBURG, Pa.--A_ consti- 
tutional amendment, prohibiting 
the diversion of motor funds in 
Pennsylvania, has been passed by 
the senate and sent to the house 
of representatives for concurrance. 
To became effective the proposed 
amendment would have to be 
passed also by the next Legisla- 
ture, in 1945, and then submitted 
to the people for a vote. 

Another proposal, introduced in 
the senate last week, (S. 235), 
would repeal car carrier provisions 
of the Motor Vehicle code and per- 
mit dealers to transport new cars 
by trailer method. In his budget 
message to the state legislature, 
Gov. Edward Martin said he favors 
repeal of the mercantile tax, and 
has recommended legislative ac- 
tion to kill this measure. It is ex- 
pected that Rep. Edwin Winner, 
chairman of the ways and means 
committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, will introduce a bill to 
abolish the mercantile levy soon. 

s ¢ 8 


Defeat Looms for All 


Conn. Fee-Cut Bills 


HARTFORD, Conn.—Defeat of 
any bills proposing reduction in 
the fee for Connecticut motor ve- 
hicle operator’s licenses was indi- 
cated when the legislature’s motor 
vehicles committee last week un- 
favorably reported a bill to reduce 
the fee from $3 to $1 a year. 

Although this was only one of 
several such bills before the com- 
mittee, members said that under 
present circumstances it was be- 
lieved to be indicative of the action 
to be expected throughout the year. 
Motor vehicle tax revenues could 
not stand further reduction, it 
was held. 


To Stay on Job 


“On Feb. 13, 1943, Paul V. McNutt, chairman of the War Man- 
power Commission, made the following statement as part of a nation- 


wide radio broadcast: 


“The whole objective of the manpower program is to have 
the right workers in the right war jobs at the right time. It is 
not helping your government reach that objective if you leave a 
job which is useful to the war to find a place doing something 


for which you have no skill.” 


“The Operation of transportation systems and the repair and 
maintenance of transportation equipment is a war job. The WMC 
has designated all transportation services—trailroad, air, truck, local 
transit, bus, pipeline, water and storage—-as being necessary to the 
prosecution of the war. Similarly the Repair and Hand Trade Services 


Activity-—-which 


includes the functions performed by automotive 


repair garages—has been designated by the WMC as an essential 


activity. 


“Furthermore, the Bureau of Selective Service has also recog- 
nized the essentiality of transportation and maintenance and has 
issued Occupational Bulletins No. 21 and No. 42, which list the 
critical jobs in each branch of transportation and in vehicle repair 
and maintenance services. In the section of Occupational Bulletin 
No. 21, which lists the critical occupations in Truck Transportation, 
for example, are listed such jobs as heavy or trailer truck driver, 
automotive mechanic and automotive electrician, as well as a num- 
ber of other occupations which require skilled workmen if efficient 


operations are to be maintained. 


In Occupational Bulletin No. 42, 


which lists the critical jobs for the Repair and Hand Trade Services 
Activity, mention is made of such jobs as automotive mechanic, 
automotive electrician, tire retread moldmen, tire section repairmen, 
automotive body repairmen and so forth. 


“If you are working for a trucking company which transports 
materials or products needed by war plants or for essential civilian 
needs or for a repair garage which maintains cars used by war 
workers—whether as a truck driver, a mechanic, or in any other 
critical job—you are engaged in a war job. If you have acquired 
skills and are proficient in your work, you are probably making a 
greater contribution towards winning the war in your present job 
than you could make by transferring to a job in another industry 
where you may have to acquire new skills. 

“Remember that the Office of Defense Transportation, the War 
Manpower Commission, the Army, the Navy and other government 
agencies realize that to win this war we must have an efficient 
transportation system. Remember that “the whole objective of the 
manpower program is to have the right workers in the right war 
jobs at the right time.” Remember this and if your job as a truck 
driver or a mechanic is the highest skilled job you can perform you 
are the right worker in the right job. STAY ON THE JOB AND 
DO NOT TRANSFER TO WORK WHERE YOUR PARTICULAR 
SKILL IS NOT USED TO ITS HIGHEST CAPACITY. 


OTTO S. BEYER, Director, 
Division of Transport Personnel 
Office of Defense Transportation. 


Seattle Dealers Chorus: 


‘2B is a Forward Step, 
But Not a Cure-All’ 


Special to Automotive News 

SEATTLE.—Local dealers con- 
sider easing of rationing rules a 
forward step. But how big a step 
and its real value are subject to 
varied opinions, without too much 
enthusiasm intermingled. 

“It’s not enough to clear out in- 
ventories within a reasonable peri- 
od,” M. O. Anderson (Buick), 
president of Washington Automo- 
tive Trade Assn., declared. “More 
liberalizing is necessary. Remov- 
ing $1,500 and higher bracket cars 
from the stricter eligibility base 
doesn’t give the West Coast the 
right break. Higher freight charges 
should enter into the pricing.” 

Said John Riach (Oldsmobile), 
president of Seattle Automobile 

Dealers Assn.: “If throwing away 
the ration restrictions is plan- 
ned for the future, why not now? 
The present changes don’t go far 
enough.” 

A spurt in sales is seen by S. L. 
Savidge (Dodge). He said: “Sales 
will be stimulated by letting down 
of the bars so that many additional 
buyers become eligible. The pub- 
licity given the liberalization has 
already flushed in some prospects 
to our sales floor. The public had 
been showing interest even prior to 
the March 6 starting date.” 


L. W. Thomas (Packard), de- 


‘Big Trucks’ Bill Passes 
Minus Its Teeth 

SALEM, Ore. — The “Big 
Trucks” bill moved through the 
senate last week practically un- 
obstructed—but with its teeth 
extracted. With only one vote in 
opposition, Senate Bill 270 pass- 
ed the upper house. 

Senator Cornett, chairman of 
the committee on roads and 
highways, which sponsored the 
measure, said the bill met with 
the approval of all interests, 
including the _ railroads. 


clared: “The $1,500 list should in- 
clude freight, otherwise very few 
cars in stock in Seattle are affect- 
ed, in fact, none of ours, for we 
had already sold our higher priced 
models. If it’s the Seattle delivered 
price that determines the higher 
brackets, and reasonable consider- 
ation is also given to overdrive 
and other factory extras, it will 
be very fine.” 


Wm. M. Ryan (Cadillac) said: 
“It doesn’t make any difference 
with our operation, since we have 
had sufficient demand in the past 
from the stricter eligibility lists to 
satisfy what we want to sell. 
Holding some new cars in stock 
and not disposing of them all at 
once is considered good insurance 
to stay in business.” 


Said Anderson further: “True, 
sales should become better, but so 
far there is little indication of 
much public response. However, 
this is a step in the right direction. 


“In our area the amendment 
should give consideration to the 
higher freight charges. The 
$1,500 f.o.b. list is not fair to the 
West. The outcome of the new 
regulations should be closely 
watched and the reactions in 
different parts of the country 
carefully studied for possible cor- 
rections of any inequities.” 


Present sales activity in Seattle 
appears to be at the rate of a two 
years’ supply of new cars now on 
hand, It is estimated that there 
are 4,000 in stock, including a 
liberal supply of Buick, Dodge, 
Oldsmobile, Nash, Hudson, Stude- 
baker, Ford and Chevrolet. 


Said Riach further: “The higher- 
bracket ruling helps those hand 
handle such cars, but it doesn’t 
reach the majority of dealers, nor 
most potential buyers, Unfreezing 
the ‘deep freeze’ is of course very 
helpful. So is the increase in those 
who can qualify as purchasers, but 
it doesn’t go far enough.” 


DIGEST EDITION 


Highway User ~ 
Tax Collections” 


Off Only 12% 


NEW YORK.—Preliminary est 
mates of state highway user’té 
collections for 1942 indicate that 
the decline in revenue was not 8 
great as generally had been antici- 
pated, according to the American 
Petroleum Industries Committee, 


“Estimated net receipts from 
state gasoline taxes for 1942,” the 
committee reports in its Tax Eecd 
nomics . Bulletin, “were about 
$830,000,000 as compared wit} 
$950,956,000 for 1941, a decline’o 
12.7 percent. For the 17 East Coast 
states and the District of Columbig 
the estimated decline was $73;900, 
000 or 19.8 percent. For the re- 
maining states the estimated redug 
tion was $47,100,000, or 8.2 peréér 

“Receipts from state motor ve; 
hicle registration and other 
for 1942 are estimated at approxi- 
mately $455,000,000 as compareg 
with $490,666,000 received from 
source in 1941. The estimated de- 
cline of $35,666,000 was about 7. 
percent. . 

In the case of commercial vehi- 
cles, the decline in the number g 
use in 1942 probably was negligf® 
Moreover, any reduction in tax col= 
lections because fewer commergig 
vehicles were in operation “was 
more than offset by the increase 
use of the existing vehicles 
satisfy the transportation demands 
of the war program, For this 
son motor carrier taxes for 
are estimated at $21,000,000, or 
slightly greater than comparab 
1941 collections of $20,576,000.” 


* * * 


Personal Property Levy, 
On Cars Is Higher 


WASHINGTON. — Notwithstand 
ing their cars are 12 months older 
than when they last paid taxes o 
them, local motorists are paying.z 
heavier personal property levy on 
the vehicles this year than the 
did in 1942—and the tax rate 
not been increased. 

This odd situation is due indi 
rectly to the war and directly to 
the demand for used cars whick 
has sent prices spiraling upweg 


since automobile production ‘was 


stopped after 


the outbreak o 
hostilities. ‘ 


Car Registrations 
Dip in Columbus 


COLUMBUS, 0O.— Registrations. 


of new car titles dropped from 37 
vehicles in the first two months» 
last year to 86 in January ang 
February this year, it is reporte 
by J. Arthur Yoder, clerk of the 
Franklin county courts. There 
were but 42 new passenger ce 
registered in February. 

A sharp decline was also show 
in the registration of new truc 
sales, there being but nine for 
first two months of this year co 
pared with 146 for a similar period 
in 1942. Two new truck titles were 
registered in January and seve 
in February of this year. , 


In February 651 used car title 
were filed, compared with 571 i 


e 


~—te 


te 


the same month of 1942. With re" 


sales and casuals the total for las 
month was 2,420 against 2,658 fo 
February, 1942. A total of 154 
truck titles were registered i 
February. 


Dealers May Capitalize 


Carrying Charges 

DETROIT.—U. S. Commig-, 
sioner of Internal Revenue has 
ruled that auto dealers may 
capitalize carrying charges in. 
connection with their inventor- 
ies of new cars, NADA reports. 

“This gives the dealer the» 
opportunity of determining 
whether, for tax purposes, it is 
more advantageous for him te 
deduct in 1942 the expenses he 
incurred in connection with new 
cars which he had in stock but 
did not sell in 1942,” NADA 
points out. “If the dealer be- 
lieves his income will be greater 
in 1943 than in 1942, he is given 
the privilege of adding the ex- 
penses incurred on new auto- 
mobiles which he still had on 
hand Dec. $1, 1942, to their in- 
ventory value.” 


_ 


: 
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5,000 Tanks in Jan.-Feb.... 
mall Arms Ammunition 


Output Sets 


WASHINGTON.—American Ord- 
nance manufacturers turned out 
28,000 trucks, 7,800 weapon-bearing 

ombat vehicles (in February 
alone) and 5,000 tanks during Jan- 
uary and February, it was revealed 
ast week by Undersecretary of 
War Robert Patterson. 


Declaring that armament pro- 


Vid Hupp Plant 
Producing ‘Treads 


For Army Tanks 


DETROIT.—United States Rub- 
ber Co. has leased four buildings 
of the Hupp Motor Co., last of the 
idle motor-car plants in the De- 
troit area, it was announced last 

eek by Emmet Sheehan, assist- 
ant to the president. 

Much of the Hupp space has 
been converted, and parts for the 
running gear of Army light and 

edium tanks and tank destroyers 

already being turned out in 
‘volume. New machinery is still 
being installed, however, and an 
overhead conveyor system is being 
completed. 

It was hinted that the Hupp 
plant, which is to become a 
major production unit for U. S. 
Rubber’s war output, may be re- 
tained after the war for possible 
production of new peacetime 
rubber articles. 

The company is now producing 
wo types of tank treads in the 
old Hupp plant. It was reported 
that the two types are being 
urned out in about equal propor- 

tions at present. 

Comparing steel and _ rubber 

pads, Dr. Sydney Cadwell, re- 
search chief for the company, de- 
lared that the wear is about even 

th both types but said that steel 
treads do considerable damage to 

e tank. 

It was reported that other 
major tire companies, along with 
two other rubber plants, are pro- 
ducing tank treads for the Army. 
Some of the tank plants, such as 
Chrysler and Fisher, are doing 
their own assembly of the gear. 

Greatly improved methods of 
manufacture of the parts have been 
developed and are in operation at 
he Hupp plant. One important 
process now takes only one-third 
he time originally needed, and at 
he same time saves 10 percent of 
the material once used. Another 
machine developed by workmen in 
he new plant increases production 
at one point by 600 percent. 


ynthetic Rubber 


Prices Slashed 


DETROIT.—OPA last week or- 
Hered prices of synthetic rubber 
cut by as much as 20 cents a 
pound, while prices on natural 
ubber were nearly doubled. 


Crude rubber was advanced from 
% cents per pound to 40 cents 
per pound for 1X ribbed smoked 
sheets, effective Apr. 1. 
Prices on synthetic rubber, ef- 
fective Apr. 1, were cut as follows: 
New Present 
Price Price 


36 cents 50cents 

33 cents 35 cents 

Neoprene 45 cents 65 cents 

The new prices were established 

by the OPA in agreement with 

Jesse Jones, secretary of commerce, 

and William M. Jeffers, rubber 
director. 


ong Mfg. Gets 

Army-Navy E 
DETROIT.—An Army-Navy E 
as awarded last week to the Long 
fg. division of Borg-Warner 
Corp. here. 

Lieut. Col. William S. McDuffee, 
area supervisor of the Army Air 
orces, presented the pennant to 
5. L. Dryden, president of Long 
division, Lieut. Comm, C. R. Cran- 


dall, USN retired, presented the E 
bins to workers. 


Mark 


duction is now 300 percent higher 
than a year ago, Patterson said 
that February output “hung up a 
new record for small arms am- 
munition.” This consisted of 1,244,- 
000,000 cartridges in calibres_ .30, 
.45 and .50, or more than 500 every 
second during the month. 


In January and February, he 
said, a total of 150,000 machine 
guns and 134,000 sub-machine guns 
were turned out, compared with 
production of 132,000 machine guns 
of all calibres during World War I. 


A total of 1,932,000 high-explosive 
projectiles—50 shells a minute day 
and night—were produced in Feb- 
ruary, Patterson revealed. 


About 420,000 bombs of all sizes 
upto the big “blockbusters” were 
turned out by arsenals during that 
month. This one month’s produc- 
tion would permit raids, in which 
15,000 bombs could be dropped 
nightly for nearly a month, Pat- 
terson declared. 


Ford ‘Amphibian 
Jeep Is Now In 


Use Overseas 


DEARBORN.—The most fiexible 
new machine of the war, on land 
or in the water, the new quarter- 
ton four-wheel drive Ford-built 
amphibian car, is being used by 
U. S. fighting forces in war zones, 
it was announced last week. 

With a carrying capacity of five 
men, the new addition to the 
Army’s transportation arm can 
plunge into the water and propel 
itself as a boat. 

It can ford a river, navigate a 
lake, even Operate in seas that a 
boat of comparable size can ne- 
gotiate. This latter operation is 
made possible by a device which 
automatically seals off the motor 
from water penetration when waves 
or rough water are breaking over 
the bow. On land it can perform 
every task ordinarily done by a 
quarter-ton four-wheel drive truck 
aesigned for land operations only, 
it is said. 

In the construction of this new 
mechanical marvel, Ford engineers, 
in effect, have taken a quarter-ton 
four-wheel drive truck and “built 
a boat around it.” Highly important 
and essential in the gruelling tasks 
that the new machines are called 
upon to perform, is the fact that 
the maximum number of quarter- 
ton truck parts are interchange- 
able for manufacture and service. 

Another feature of this Ford 
engineering creation is that, if 
necessary, it can “pull itself up” a 
river or lake shore bank that 
would be difficult for a man to 
climb. This Operation is accomp- 
lished by means of a powerdriven 
capstan, or winch, in the prow of 
the “boat.” Any object on shore, 
such as a tree or a post, to which 
a rope can be attached, is sufficient 
to pull the amphibian car ashore. 

The controls of the new army 
transportation unit, for land opera- 
tion, are identical to the quarter- 
ton four-wheel drive reconnais- 
sance car. No steering changeover 
is required from land to water 
operation. 


Ford Aircraft Div. 
Gets Army-Navy E 


DEARBORN.—An Army-Navy E 
was awarded Friday to the Air- 
craft Engine division of Ford 
Motor Co. here. 

Presentation of the flag was 
made by Col. Alonzo M. Drake, 
supervisor, central procurement 
district, Army Air Forces. 


Second Koreseal Plant 


Gets Army-Navy E 

AKRON.—B. F. Goodrich’s sec- 
ond Koreseal plant in two weeks 
received an Army-Navy E last 
week, this time the plant in Louis- 
ville being honored. 

Previously, Goodrich’s Koroseal 
plant in Niagara Falls, N. Y., was 
presented with an E. 
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DEALER WANT AD DEPARTMENT 


A new service to Automotive News subscribers, reaching more than 12,000 automotive establish- 
ments from Maine to California, an estimated 50,000 readers. Low rates: TEN CENTS (10¢) PER 
WORD per insertion or 25¢ per word for 3 insertions. Cash in advance. Count initials and groups 
of numbers as one word. Ads may be signed with your name and address at regular rates, but where 
replies are sent to “Box No....., Care Automotive News, Detroit” these words are FREE, and replies 
are forwarded, unopened, day received. Address: 


WANT AD DEPT., AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DETROIT. 


HELP WANTED 


PARTS MANAGER FOR Chrysler Dis- 
tributor covering 24 Counties. Excellent 
opportunity in old established firm for 
right party. McClure-Nesbitt Motor 
Company, 611 East Broad Street, Colum- 
bus, Ohio. 


THREE AUTO MECHANICS for large 
Dealership Shop in Western Washington. 
$65 per week—Housing available. Trans- 
portation for right man. Box 378, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


SEVERAL CHEVROLET MECHANICS and 
painter wanted by one of Florida’s old- 
est dealerships. Plenty of work, good 
pay and an ideal town to live it. 
Reference required. Hough Chevrolet 
Co., Ft. Myers, Florida. 


ESSENTIAL JOBS 


IN WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Washington's largest, most complete Auto 
Service has immediate, well paid open- 
ings for— 


@ Service Salesmen 

® Service Managers 

® Mechanics 

®Gas Island Men 

® Tire and Battery Men 
® Auto Body Men 


to up their earnings and grow with the 
biggest auto repair service in the east. 
Our 200 men in our five locations operate 
36 service trucks, 12 power wreckers, and 
maintain 24-hour service. 1943 will top our 
86,000 road service calls and $1.000,000 
in ‘42 repairs. Learners and experts need- 
ed now for new branches to handle ex- 
panded service after the war. Steady 
Federal pay-roll keeps auto repair service 
busy year-round. These are essential 
jobs with post-war security. No limit on 
your age. 


co CARL Inc. 


Washington, D. C. 


EXPERIENCED PARTS MANAGER for 
Chrysler Products also 3 experienced me- 
chanics. Good opportunity with large 
Florida distributor of Chrysler products 
who will definitely stay open for the 
duration and thereafter. Box 379, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


SEVERAL CHEVROLET MECHANICS 
needed by one of Texas oldest dealers. 
Good pay—plenty of work. Give refer- 
ences and experience. Box 369, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


USED CARS WANTED 


CALIFORNIA DEALER flying EAST soon. 
Will buy 50 or your entire stock of late 
model clean used cars. Wire or airmail, 
Ed’s Motor Vehicle Exchange, 740 Van- 
Ness Ave., San Francisco, Calif. 


NEBRASKA CHEVROLET DEALER wants 
to buy used cars and truck from 1939 
to 1942 Chevrolets, Plymouths and Fords. 
They must be clean with good rubber. 
Box 375, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


e Wanted late model auto- 
mobiles for California 
market. Will pay high 
price for choice models. 
Write full description and 
price wanted. If satisfac- 
tory will have buyer call 
on you within 48 hours. 


KELLEY KAR COMPANY 
1225 S. Figueroa Street 
Los Angeles, California 


WOULD LIKE TO make connection with a 
firm to furnish us Used Chevrolets, and 
Fords, regularly, any models or types. 
Must be clean and have good tires, also 
pickups. Would like a list with prices 
delivered or F.O.B. your city. Refer- 
ences exchanged. Hill Chevrolet Co., 
Huntsville, Ala. 


TEXAS NEW CAR DEALER in market 
for large number of late model used 
cars. Must be in good condition with 
good tires. Will buy any make new 
cars in A or B pool. Mail description 
and prices to Baker Motors, Corpus 
Christi, Texas. 


WILL BUY LATE model used cars if 
clean with good rubber. Send your lists 
with prices. Loder Bros., Salem, Oregon. 


WE ARE IN THE MARKET for any 
number used cars. Prefer to buy dealer’s 
entire stock or at least in quantity 
number. Write or wire Rogers Motor 
Company, 1317 East Eleventh Street, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. 


prices to 
2860 Broadway, 


catalog 
Weavers, 
California. 


USED BUSES FOR SALE 


USED BUSES FOR SALE. Standard 
makes. 24-passenger to 36-passenger. In 
lots of one or more. Mosby-Mack Motor 
Co., Topeka, Kans. 


USED BUSES, Steel bodies, 
— Ben Fishel Auto Co., Cairo, 
ll. 


Oakland, 


12 to 50 


USED CARS FOR SALE 


ONE 1941 CUSTOM BUILT, Lincoln, 7 
Passenger Sedan at less than one-half 
price. This car has 8,000 miles and we 
will sacrifice at $2,000. R. A. McCord 
Motor Co., Macon, Ga. 


AVERAGE STOCK of fifty 1940-41 
mileage popular cars. General Motors 
Dealer, 1137 Sylvania Ave., Toledo, 
Ohio. Lawndale 7816. 


NEW CARS FOR SALE 


CAROLINA DEALER will sell ten New 
1942 six cylinder Hudson coaches and 
sedans. Box 385, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


low 


NEW YORK DEALER wants to sell 56 
new and 36 used cars. Box 374, c/o 


Automotive News, Detroit. 


WISCONSIN DEALER WANTS to sell 4 
new Hudsons (A pool). Three are 4- 
door sedans, one 2-door sedan—at actual 
cost. Box 371, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 

NEW PONTIACS: Six A’s, four B’s, one 
two-door, six four-doors, one coupe, two 
sedan coupes. If interested, make defi- 
nite offer. Also three four-door demon- 
strators with mileages 6,700, 
13,600. Prompt reply essential. 

uN. Y. 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


9,500, 
Ramapo 


Auto Sales, Suffern, 


WANTED: ‘A’? POOL New Chevrolets, 
Fords and Plymouths, any body type. 
Advise price F.0.B. your city. Hill Chev- 
rolet Co., Huntsville, Ala. 


NINETEEN FORTY, Forty-one, Forty-two 
Convertibles, New or Used. Box 372, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


FOUR NEW WHITE TRUCKS—will trade 
for new automobiles. Miller Motor Com- 


pany, Gadsden, Ala. 


OHIO DEALER HAS 30 1942 New Dodge 
Trucks % ton to 2 ton, all body types 
and properly conditioned, will trade equal 
value for new Dodge Cars. Box 384, 

c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 

HUDSON NASH DEALER will buy any 
number new cars. Advise serial, color, 
options, and price wanted. Box 387, c/o 

Detroit. 


AMBULANCE WANTED 


LATE MODEL AMBULANCE in_ good 
condition. Wire or write giving com- 
plete description. Contact ambulance 
owners in your town then let me know 
what you have. John P. Mooney, Fifth 

McKeesport, Pa. 


TRACTORS WANTED a 
WANTED: 1941 GMC Model ACR 522 or 
Diamond T 614 HC Tractor with 
speed axle. Give details and best cash 
Box 389, c/o Automotive News, 


Automotive News, 


Ave., 


price. 
Detroit. 


EQUIPMENT WANTED 


ELECTRIC GARAGE DOOR lift or com- 
plete door with lift. Please give price, 
description and condition. CARL BEAS- 
LEY CO., 722 W. Market St., York, Pa. 


FRONT WHEEL BALANCER, Lean or 
Bear preferred. Complete descr!; tion, 
price. Box 380, c/o Automotive News, 


Detroit. 


WE NEED FIFTEEN or twenty steel 
parts bins, preferably Berloy. Write us 
direct quoting kind of bins and prices. 
THE MARKSHEFFEL MOTOR COM- 
PANY, Colorado Springs, Colo. 


MODEL ‘‘F”’ 2-SPEED ‘‘KwikWay’’ bor- 
ing bar. Must be in first class condition. 
Box 365, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 


SEVEN COMPLETE SETS cushions, lay 
back and side quarter panels, mohair 
upholstery for rear seat 1942 Master 
Deluxe Chevrolet, Five-Passenger Coupe. 
$30 complete set. Factory list $80. A. C. 
Chevrolet Co., 3257 Hudson Boulevard, 
Jersey City, N. J. 


FEED MILL FOR SALE—J. B. Feed Mill 
and Batch Mixer mounted on 1942 
8 Cylinder, 100 H.P., New Ford 158” 
Wheel Base Chassis, No. 3-U.P. Portable 
Unit with No. D-700 Hercules Power 
take off, Dual Batch Mixer—1,000 
Pounds each, Corn Sheller, Sports Ar- 
rester, Electric Light, 4 Screens—3/16— 
5/16—7/16—9/16, used less than 100 
hours. Priced right. Box 377, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


2 COMPLETE CONSTANT potential bat- 
tery rechargers and benches, 50 battery 
capacity each. Will send pictures on 
request. Graham Motor Sales, Bloom- 
ington, Indiana. 


WEAVER WHEEL ALIGNMENT rack 
complete with guages, turn tales and 
bending equipment. M. E. Wyatt & Son, 
Meadville, Pa. 


FLORIDA—FOR SALE complete model 90 
Bear frame straightening and aligning 
equipment with full accessories. Condi- 
tion like new. $1450. Box 367, c/o Auto- 
motive News, Detroit. 


TWO NEW DUMP BODIES with 7 inch 
Hydraulic Hoists, over 7% cubic yards 
capacity each. Ideal for coal hauling. 
Body dimensions 9-7-15” with 24” top 
box, 30” tailgate, % cab roll. McKIN- 
LEY-GREGG AUTOMOBILE COMPANY, 
5803 Centre Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa. P 


DEALERSHIP WANTED 


AM INTERESTED IN PURCHASING 
Chevrolet or General Motors Dealership 
in Texas which has normal peacetime 
sales potential 350 cars or more. Would 
prefer some new car inventory, though 
not essential. When replying any facts 
you give regarding your business and 
location will be treated strictly Con- 
fidentially. Box 373, c/ Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


INTERESTED IN GOOD SIZED Pontiac 
or Chevrolet Dealership in Middle West 
Part of U.S.A. Prefer town of about 
50 to 100,000 population. Box 383, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


DESIRE PURCHASE CHEVROLET, Ford 
or Buick Dealership in California, Ari- 
zona or good Southwest City over 20,000 
population. Give full particulars. Box 
370, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


INTERESTED IN GOOD SIZED Ford or 

* Chevrolet Dealership in the Eastern part 
of U.S.A. Prefer town of about 50 to 
100,000 population. Box 364, c/o Auto- 
motive News, Detroit. 


NEW TRUCES FOR SALE 


GMC CHASSIS MODEL CC404 with 177% 
WB ten-ply tires. Classed as 2% ton. 
If interested, make definite offer. Prompt 
reply essential. Ramapo Auto Sales, 
Suffern, N. Y. 


25 NEW G.M.C. TRUCKS, pickups, panels, 
and dual tire chassis. Will consider full 
list price plus 1% per month additional 
only. Write Box 388, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


TWO NEW ’42 WILLYS *% ton pick-ups 
for sale by dealer in Las Vegas, Nevada, 
who is discontinuing new car _ sales. 
Offered to dealers only, at wholesale 
plus 1% for storage and interest. Box 
376, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


NEW TRUCKS WANTED 


DEALER WILL BUY any make new truck 
up to four ton. Advise make, tonnage, 
equipment, your invoice cost and amount 
over this you will sell for. Box 386, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


WANTED TO BUY new trucks any make, 
% to 3 ton. Will pay premium. If neces- 
sary will trade Pool A Chevrolet and 
Oldsmobile automobiles. Write or Wire 
giving complete specifications. Box 347, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


PENNSYLVANIA DEALER will buy new 
trucks, any make, will pay premium. 
Give full specifications. Box 382, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


USED TRUCES FOR SALE 


FOUR WHEEL KINGHAM Trailer, has 
never been used, 14 ft. platform, stake 
pockets, 34x7 tires, 90%, four wheel BK 
brakes, $1400. 5—1940 ADF722 COE 
sleeper GMC Diesels, BK, two _ speed 
axles, 10.00 tires. General Truck Sales, 
Inc., 205 Market S.W., Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. 


WE ALWAYS STOCK 150 to 160 Used 
Trucks of ALL makes and body types. 
No matter what you want, we have it. 
Write SHEARER CHEVROLET, 7244 
Manchester, St. Louis, Mo. or call Mr. 
Swiney, HILand 3400. 


USED TRUCKS WANTED 


CHEVROLET 1% TON trucks and pickup. 
1937 and up. Box 366, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


WANTED, USED 1% ton Ford Trucks, 
long wheel base, stake bodies; also Ford 
Tractor with semi trailer. George Col- 
lins, Box 21, Miami, Fla. 


LATE MODEL TRUCKS, Stakes, Tractors, 
Trailers, and Expresses. Box 381, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


WANTED: USED TRUCKS, 
dump trucks, flat racks trucks and 
trailers. Any commercial units. Write 
or Wire SUTTON MOTORS, 1517 Kay 
Street, Sacramento, California. 


Pickups, 


MISCELLANEOUS 


WILL BUY ALL MAKES and models of 
used cars and trucks. Highest prices. 
Also want all types of new or used 
garage equipment, bulk or piece. Also 
have all types of new or used garage 
equipment for sale. Have large amount 
of new Alemite equipment at less than 
half price. BURKHOLDER, INC., 321 
Ionia, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Address all Box No. replies in care of Automotive News, 5229 Cass Ave., Detroit. 
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WPB Issues New Order... 


Indiscriminate Stripping 


Of Cars Banned 


WASHINGTON.—Further provi- 
sion for the protection of the na- 
tion’s pool of reserve automobiles, 
trucks and trailers held for ration- 
ing, have been made by the War 
Production Board with the issu- 
ance of Conservation Order M-216- 
B. The order is designed to pre- 


Tire Recapping 
Orders Swamp 


St. Louis Firms 


ST. LOUIS.—Lifting of restric- 
tions on passenger car tire recap- 
ping has swamped St. Louis re- 
capping plants, causing delays 
from two weeks to a month and 
in some cases necessitating the 
transfer of part of the work to 
other cities. 

M. A. Simon, salesmanager of 
the Goodyear Speedway Co., said 
“the minute restrictions were lifted 
recapping demands increased 2,000 
percent. Some plants are not 
promising delivery for two months. 
Even if the recapping equipment 
in the city were doubled, the de- 
mand could not be met. Additional 
equipment for recapping is diffi- 
cult to obtain and most plants are 
working 24 hours a day.” 

M. N. Cain, manager of the 
Community Tire Service Co., said 
“part of the rush is attributed to 
dealers who now are free to send 
in tires for recapping which they 
intend to use for stock, tires 
which have been on their shelves 
for some time, but which they 
have been unable to have re- 
capped. Whereas we were only 
150 tires behind a short time ago, 
we now are 700 to 800 tires be- 
hind our schedule, Our increase 
is about 400 percent.” 

Similar expressions were heard 
from other recappers throughout 
the city. Local recappers who have 
access to the large tire produc- 
tion and recapping facilities of 
Memphis and Akron are sending 
part of their business to those 
cities. One St. Louis plant re- 
ported it is sending more than 100 
tires daily to Memphis. 


Govt. Purchases Boost 


Cincinnati Sales 


CINCINNATI.—Largely due to 
government purchases, new car 
sales rose to 435 during February 
in this market, according to rec- 
ords of the Cincinnati Automobile 
Dealers Assn. New car sales in 
February, 1942, totaled 187. 

New commercial car _ sales 
amounted to only 10 in February 
as compared with 29 in February, 
1942, Used passenger cars sold at 
the rate of 624 in February in con- 
trast with 1,093 the previous 
February. Used truck sales were 
22 in February as compared with 
54 in February, 1942. 


What do you want to buy, sell or 
trade? See Dealer Want Ads, inside 
back cover this issue. 


Appeals on Service 
WASHINGTON. — Essential 
motor vehicle repairs should be 
given priority over nonessential 
repairs, which may be put off 
without endangering safe opera- 
tion or impairing mechanical 
life of the vehicles, John L. 
Rogers, director, division of 
motor transport, ODT, declared 
Thursday in a letter to the 
major national automotive or- 
ganizations. Rogers called on 
garages and service establish- 
ments to voluntarily ration their 
facilities and mechanics’ time 
so that essential repairs are 
given precedence. Rogers’ ap- 
peal was prompted by com- 
plaints from truck operators, 
engaged in essential hauling, 
that they are unable to have 
vital adjustments and repairs 
made on their vehicles because 
many garages and dealers are 
engaged in other work, much of 
it not of a pressing nature. 


vent the indiscriminate stripping 
of new vehicles for the purpose of 
supplying parts for emergency use. 

Specifically, Order M-216-B pro- 
vides that, unless compliance is 
first made with OPA Ration Order 
2B, no person may convert any 
reserve new passenger automobile 
to any other model or type or re- 
move any standard equipment or 
other part, the removal of which 
will impair the operating efficiency 
of the vehicle. 

As to reserve new commercial 
vehicles, which include all types 
of trucks and trailers, the order 
prohibits the removal of any stand- 
ard equipment or other part the 
removal of which will impair the 
operating efficiency of the vehicle. 

The order permits two excep- 
tions: (1) electric storage batteries 
may be removed from both auto- 
mobiles and commercial vehicles 
provided that batteries of at least 
equal quality and capacity are in- 
stalled in the vehicles upon de- 
livery to consumers; (2) rubber 
tires, casings and tubes may be 
removed@from both reserve new 
passenger automobiles and reserve 
new commercial vehicles, but only 
for storage or in exchange for 
similar equipment and then only 
upon compliance with OPA Ra- 
tion Order 1-A. 


Fill Key Positions 
On WPB Top Staff 


WASHINGTON. — Appointments 
to key positions on the War Pro- 
duction Board top staff are an- 
nounced by Chairman Donald M. 
Nelson and Charles E. Wilson, 
executive vice-chairman, The ap- 
pointments are preliminary to a 
regrouping of WPB staff functions 
which are now being worked out. 

Ralph J. Cordiner, who has been 
director-general for war produc- 
tion scheduling, become a _ vice- 
chairman of WPB and will serve 
as a special] assistant to Wilson. 

J. A. Krug, director of the Office 
of War Utilities, is named vice- 
chairman of the War Production 
Board in charge of materials dis- 
tribution. He also becomes chair- 
man of the Requirements Commit- 
tee and will continue to serve as 
War Utilities Director. 

Donald D. Davis, director of the 
Program bureau, becomes WPB 
vice-chairman for operations. 

Curtis Calder, formerly director 
general for operations, will be 
executive assistant to Wilson. 

William L. Batt will continue to 
serve as a WPB vice-chairman, 
and Col. Robert E,. Johnson, head 
of the Smaller War Plants Corp., 
remains as deputy chairman. | 


Dealers Feature Posters 


To Hold Mechanics 


CHICAGO.— An intensive drive 
among dealers to keep their shop 
mechanics from being lured away 
into other work is being conducted 
here by means of posters displayed 
in service stations. 

The posters, 17 x 22 inches in size, 
were prepared and distributed by 
Chicago Automobile Trade Assn. 
Bearing the heading, “Attention, 
Automobile Repairmen!” they in- 
form shop employes that “the 
United States selective service has 
classified your occupation as ES- 
SENTIAL WAR WORK!” Most 
of the space on the posters is given 
over to the reproduction of Brig. 
Gen. Lewis B. Hershey’s occu- 
pational bulletin No. 42, issued by 
the Selective Service System. 


Fisher Body Unit Gets 


Its Third Star 


DETROIT.—An example of how 
one plant maintained an outstand- 
ing production record for an entire 
two-year period was cited last week 
by Admiral C. C. Bloch, USNR, in 
an award to Fisher Body. 


Admiral Bloch, in a communica- 
tion to E. F. Fisher, general man- 
ager of Fisher Body, announced 
that the company’s Die & Machine 
unit had been cited for its fourth 
consecutive six-months period of 
uninterrupted excellent production. 


Detroit Dealers Appeal 


For Used Cars 

DETROIT.—In a newspaper 
ad headed “$1,000,000 in Cash,” 
Chevrolet dealers in the Detroit 
area last week appealed to 
owners to sell their used cars 
to the 31 dealers listed. 

“The metropolitan Chevrolet 
dealers listed below need 2,000 
used cars at once,” copy of the 
ad read, “Do not sell your used 
car to anyone without getting 
their price, They know that you 
know what your car is worth. 
They know that you want the 
top price for your car.” 


HARTSON 


Cites Benefits 
Of Plane Output 
To Auto Industry 


OMAHA.—When the war ends, 
the automobile industry probably 
will be the greatest beneficiary 
from lessons learned in the manu- 
facture of airplanes, J. T, Hartson, 
executive vice-president of Glenn 
L. Martin Co., stated in a talk 
here recently. 

“We've taught the automobile 
People to work with light 
metals,” Hartson said. “We all 
know what sort of planning is 
going on in the automobile in- 
dustry. I know of one car, for 
example, that weighs about half 
as much as the present car, It 
is made of aluminum alloys and 
plastics. Where present cars 
make 12 or 15 miles to the gallon, 
this one will make 35 or 40.” 

In bringing the automobile in- 
dustry into the airplane field, Hart- 
son said, the plane manufacturers 
have given away all the trade 
knowledge, special techniques and 
patents and to a large extent have 
impaired their own experienced 
organization. 


Alef to Supervise 


Willys Bullet Core 

TOLEDO.—Appointment of Mar- 
vin J. Alef as manager of the bul- 
let core division of Willys-Overland 
Motors, was announced last week 
by Joseph W. Frazer, president. 

Before joining the Willys or- 
ganization eight months ago as as- 
sistant to Frazer, Alef was execu- 
tive vice-president of Detrola Corp., 
Detroit. 


Studebaker Net 
Off During °42; 
Sales Double 


SOUTH BEND. —Studebaker 
Corp. and its subsidiaries in the 
year ended Dec. 31, 1942, earned a 
consolidated net profit of $2,048,278, 
after provision of $500,000 for con- 
tingencies and after all charges, 
including depreciation, interest on 
debentures, amortization of debt 
discount, incentive compensation 
plan expense, provision for federal 
income and excess profits taxes. 


This is equivalent to 92 cents a 
share on 2,223,178 shares of com- 
mon stock outstanding at the end 
of the year. It compares with a 
net profit for 1941 of $2,486,397, 
equal to $1.12 a share on 2,223,116 
shares of common stock outstand- 
ing at the end of that year. 

The company’s provision for 
federal income and excess profits 
taxes, net after deducting a credit 
of $400,160 for debt retirement and 
a credit of $109,840 for postwar 
refund, was $5,290,000 or about 
$2.38 a share in 1942. The provision 
for federal income and_ excess 
profits taxes for 1941 was $3,475,000 
or about $1.56 a share. 

Studebaker’s total dollar volume 
of sales in 1942 was the largest for 
any year in its history. Net sales, 
including charges to the United 
States government under cost-plus- 
a-fixed-fee contracts, and sales of 
trucks and other materiel to the 
U. S. government, totaled $221,420,- 
582 in 1942, as compared with 
$115,700,333 in the preceding year, 
an increase of 91 percent. 

The company further strength- 
ened its financial position during 
1942. Working capital as of Dec. 
31, 1942, totaled $20,480,653, com- 
pared with $16,882,112 a year 
earlier. 


Women Workers 
To Be Discussed 


WASHINGTON. — Extensive em- 
ployment of women in the trans- 
portation industries, to replace men 
called to the armed forces, will be 
considered by representatives of 
the industries at a two-day con- 
ference to be held here March 18- 
19. 

The meeting has been called by 
Otto S. Beyer, director of the di- 
vision of transport personnel, ODT. 
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Parts Output Limits Eased 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Washington today (March 15). 


Among those who will 


participate are Senator James Murray, chairman of the 
Senate Small Business Committee; OPA Administrator 
Prentiss Brown; David Castles and Ray Chamberlain, 
president and executive vice-president, respectively, of 
NADA. While he will not be present at the meeting, 
Rubber Director Jeffers already has given his blessing 
to the dealer’s prayer for relief. 

While it is emphasized that the conference is to be a 
strictly friendly one, it is expected that Senator Murray, 
in line with his past activities in behalf of small business 
men, will use his best argument on Brown in pointing 
out the plight of the auto dealers. 

x * * 
Many postwar possibilities — including 


New Rubber 


considerable savings in cost as well as a 


Process Hailed better product — are expected to result 
As Postwar Aid from a revolutionary rubber molding 
process, which was revealed by U. S. 
Rubber Co. to newspapermen in Detroit last week. The 
process, said to be the first technical advance in rubber 
molding in many years, consists of injecting rubber into 
forms under terrific pressure of around 30,000 pounds. 
The rubber, becoming almost a liquid under the heavy 
pressure, is injected into the closed molds at vulcanizing 
(300-degree) temperature, thereby speeding up by three 
or four times the curing process. Savings so far deter- 
mined are: 12 percent of cost; 5 percent of rubber and 
20 percent in equipment. While the process, under develop- 
ment for several years, is now being used in making rub- 
ber treads for Army tanks, U. S. Rubber officials believe 
the system holds great possibilities for peacetime pro- 
duction of rubber heels, soles, rubber products for autos, 
etc. They are not certain on its possibilities in production 
of auto tires, but are confident the process can be used 
with success in this phase, too, particularly in the de- 
velopment of “tubeless” tires. A better product is said to 
result from a more uniform curing of the rubber under 


the injection process. 
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DETROIT 


Cadillac Starts 
New Wartime 


Lubrication ‘Pact’. 


DETROIT.—A new wartime 
rication agreement, by which 
necessary car services are based 
on time rather than mileage, 
announced last week by George W, 
Otto, assistant general parts and 
service manager of Cadillac. ~ 

This plan was adopted after 
Cadillac distributors and dealerd™ sss 
had been polled on several sug- 
gested measures to assure mainte 
nance of automobiles. As finallj--=™ 
evolved, the agreement covers six 
inspections and special services a! 
60-day intervals for a combinat 
price considerably lower than the 
individual operations alone. 

According to Otto, the program 
was worked out with regard tg 
restricted mileages of the averag 
owner, the value of tires and*ff 
recognition that certain destruc 
tive forces are present when cé 
travel continuously at less than’35 
miles an hour. 

Included in the agreement are 
the following: six chassis lubrica- 
tions, three engine oi] changes 
three air cleaner inspections, gj 
battery recharges, one engine oil 
pan clean, one transmission an 
differential lubricant change, On@.—€ 
front wheel bearing lubricatio 
and two criss-cross of tires. 

The agreement takes the forme 
of a booklet from which stubs are 
torn as the services are performed 


Truck Releases 
Total 111,758 


WASHINGTON.—A total of 1,582" 
vehicles was released under thg 
truck rationing program during 
the week ended March 6, according’’"" 
to WPB’s automotive division 
Civilian users received 186 ligh 
1,672 medium, and 350 heavy trucks," 
202 trailers and 122 miscellaneo 

Since the rationing program be=- 
came effective last March, a tota 
of 111,758 vehicles of all types ha 
been released. This total includes... 
23,804 light, 60,162 medium, and 
14,053 heavy trucks, 8,419 traile 
and 5,320 miscellaneous vehicles... 


Detroit Dealers Meet 


Today on Manpower 

DETROIT.— Dealers operating 
service shops in the Detroit area 
are invited to a luncheon-meetin 
“Clinic on Manpower Problems, 
to be held today (March 15) in 
Hotel Statler here. 

The meeting, sponsored by De- 
troit Auto Dealers Assn., will fea* 
ture M. A. Clark, district directo 
of War Manpower Commission; 
Maj. Arnold H. Vey, in charge of 
the Detroit Transportation Agenc 
and Col. Paul V. Engstrom, re- 
gional field officer, Selective Serv; 
ice. 





